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SCENE FROM
The New Musical

Show from Lthe New
T ENGLISH'S this week ther: will
be two big musical attractions
and a grim tragedy—"The Run-
aways,”” from the New York Ca-
gino, Francis Wilson's
sevival of charming “Erminie,”
ard Mansfield, in his latest drama,
the Terrible.”

*"The Runaways” is the first booking of
the week. It comes to-morrow evening for
B single performance, and if all promises
are fulfilled it will prove a highly enter-
taining performance. It belongs to the
glass of theatrical attractions best de-
eribed as musical frivolities, dependent
gpon pretty chorus giris, a few up-to-date
somedians, brilliant costumes, gorgeous
scenery and spectacular stage effects for its
spuccess. It had a run at the Casino that
began Ilast spring and continued stralght
through the summer. In the New York
production Fay Templeton and Arthur
Dunn scored the greatest hits of their ca-
reers as the leading funmakers. Miss Tem-
pleton is no longer with the company, but
Arthur Dunh continues to play the prin-
gipal mirth-provoking part, and has
well-known musical comedy performers as
Bls assistants—notably Helen Lord, who
took Edna May's place In ““The BEelle of
New York:” Charles Dox, Joseph Carey,
Al Garland, Willlam Meehan, J. C. Hen-
derson, Mabel Carrier, Erminie Earle and
the D'Arville sisters. There are nearly one
hundred people in the organization. In the
chorus, which Is said to be the prettiest
that has been seen in any of the later New
York productions, are three distinct types
of beautiful girls—the “Six Widows," the
“Dalsies” and the “Comic Opera Queens.”

The piot of “The Runaways' concerns an
American officer who was a walter in his
early days and has become a plunger at the
face track. He s a confirmed dyspeptic
and is the guardian of a pretly army nurse.
The general's horse wins Suburban
handicap, the horse being ridden the
general's son, who is the black sheep of
the family. This annoys a patent medicine
man and a confederafe of his, who wanted
to see apother horse win, and these *“‘vil-
Jains™ hatch a plot that provides the com-
plications that follow. The music of the
piece was written by Raymond Hubbeli,
and is sald to be exceedingly good It
understood that Messrs. Shubert, Nixon
and Zimmerman the
production before it began of
over six months at the Casino.

+ + +

One of the most talked-about musical pro-
ductions of the season Is Franciz Wilson's
elaborate revival of Jakowski's beautiful
comic opera, “Erminle,’”” the most tuneful
&and most acceptable composition of its kind
produced during the last decade. For years
this charming operatic work has been be-
fore the American public, and never yet has
the public tired of it. Its presentation at

English’s next Thursday evening (there
will be but one performance here) is reason-
ably certain to draw a record-breaking
audience.

“Erminie” is a production which one
doesn't hesitate to praise in advance, for
avyery one knows that its libretto is very
amusing and fts music delightful from first
to last. The plece combines merit with
cleverness and beauty with the excellence
of Its melodies. The production this yvear
§8 said to be beyond anything that has here-
tofore been attempted by Mr. Wilson and is
sare to be a revelation to those who have
#een and heard the opera before—and nearly
all theatergoers are familiar with “Er-
minje.”” It Is not hard to believe that the
company supporting the star is the most

ve comic opera organization ever
got together when one looks over the cast,
which includes Jessie Bartlett Davis, the
distinguished contralto; Marguerita Sylva,
the prima donna soprano; Clara Belle
Jerome, the dainty scubrette; Robert Brod-
erick, the heroic basso; Signor Perngini,
the well-known tenor;, William G. Weedon,
the popular baritone, and Jennie Weathers-
by. the mezzo-soprano. The chorus is a
Yery large one, and special attention has
been given to the quality of the volces in it.

Of course, Francis Wilson is seen in his

rated character of “Caddy”—the part
h he made famous, and which has
always been looked upon as his best part.
Miss Sylve takes the title role; Mrs, Davis
rs in the male character of Captain
uney (the sort of part In which she is
At her best): Mr. Broderick appears as the
dashing robber. Ravennes; Clara Belle
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“THE RUNAWAYS"”

York Casino, at English's To-morrow Night.

Mr. Weedon
Signor Perugini plays the
role of the chevalier, and Jennie Weath-
ersby is cast for her original character,
the princess The performance, with
perfect cast and brilllant setting, should
be worth going miles to see and hear. The
geat sale opens to-morrow mMorning.
+ + +
The greatest dramatic event of the
and, in fact,
at English's
Forbes

be the

iz the Eugene;

its

week
the greatest dramatic offering

gince the engagement of
at that playhouse, will

of Richard Mansfield
sSaturday afternoon and « sur-
rounded by company hundred
players. distinguished American aclor
was originally booked for a single perform-
evening of the great
“Ivan the Terrible,”” In
which he has just scored such an emphatic
.\I.tl:_\'
ing last week by Manager Miller,

lish's,

Robertson

appearance
next vening,
of over a
The
ance here Saturday
Russian tragedy,
Success, dur-
Eng-
playgoers in Indianapolis and
near-by towns who are desirous of seeing

requests were received
of

from

Mansfield in his much-talked-about produc-
tion of *“Old Heldelberg,” and it was finally

JESSIE BARTLETT DAYVIS

In the Revival of “Erminie’” at English's
arranged late last
inee performancs
comedy should
afternoon.

“Ivan the Terrible'" is the work of Count
Alexis Tolstol. An imperial censorship over
the representation of the person of the Czar
on the Russian stage Kkept this tragedy
frcm the publice for a long time. It was,
however, acted several times privately be-
Tore the Imperial household and made such
a profound impression on the present Czar
that he abrogated the old law and “Ivan
the Terrible'” was four yvears ago produced
in St. Petersburg. It ran for three years.
Other companies played it all over the
empire. It is considered in Russia their
greatest play, just as it has become Mans-
field’'s masterpiece since the first night of
his triumph.

Ivan Vasilyvitch, surnamed the Terrible,
was born in 1530, In order to comprehend
this sublime but terrible character, said
to be the most cruel man that ever lived,
it i= necessary to understand something of
his equally remarkable and pitiful child-
hood, He inherited the throne Russia
in his third yvear and jointiy with it the
influence of the Shuiskys. He was neg-
lected, malitreated, insulted; evervone he
admired or turned to for assistance was
imgrisoned or put to death. Ivan himself
wias a prisoner in his own palace, neg-

Friday night that a mat-
of the beautiful German
be given next Saturday
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RICHARD MANSFIELD

Win 9

it Plar “Ivan, the Terribie,” and "Old Hold berg’’

at Enziish'a

Musical Plays, Comedy and Trag'edy
In the Indianapolis Theaters

“The Runaways,” “Erminie” and Richard Mansfield at English's...Helen
Bertram at the Grand...Musical Farce at the Pari...Burlesque
at the Empire... Theatrical Matters

jected and harassed, the victim of a vi-
cious plan to stunt his intellectual growih
to such a degree that he would be incapa-
ble of rule. The Shulskys continued thel
domination over the boy ruler and stopped
at nothing to restrain it. They even im-
prisoned his mother. Ivan has lJeft a vivid
account of what he endured 12 childhood
The enormities he had endured begot an
awful hatred in his soul whica in turn be-
got like and more awful enormngities,
he grew up and held the reigns he paid his
enemies in kind and with overwhelming
measure. They had sowed a whirlwind
and a whirlwind they reaped, Ivan stopped
at nothing. Irritable, excitable, passionate,
nervous, profoundly religious, superstitious,
cruel, suspicious of every one, daring any-
thing. his reign became a reign of terro
and the fires of hig excesses soon consumed
himself as they had devasted all about him.
The tragedy is in five acts. It opens in
the Council Chamber of the Bogyars and
deals with the abdication of the Czar,; scene
two is in the Czar's Cabinet and disclozes
Ivan’s repentance. his retention the
throne and Borigs Godunoff's rise to favor.
Scene one of act two s In Shulski's he
and has to do with the conspiracy aguainst

ol
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Godunoff and the gecond scene takes glace™
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epiracy against Boris Godunoff takes place
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ket nlace on the banks of the Mos

the Kremlin across the river.

carries back to the Czar's apiartments
concerns the appearance of the Blood

Star and thea prophecy of Ivan's death

five opens in Godunoll’'s house and reveals
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the Czar and the second
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impressed with the beautiful furniture he
invariably uses where it is possihle. In the
palace scenes “Ivan the Terrible” he
uses several pieces of rare carved wood
that are treasures in themselves, and their
are in traveling about the country s in-
trusted to a man who i8 supposel to de
nothing eise but protect them from the
most inevitable damage to be incurred
mMmoving.

" §
where
what
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in
Mansfield modestly refusoes to
he gots his rare
becomes of them after
them for a season, and his press agent,
with unbelievabls «d tast refuses (o
make up any ‘rake” storiss about them; but
“an imagine that he possesses a rarely
valuable storehouse. He also refuses to
discuss his r« yn for desiring scch beau-
titu] things when the regulation "prop” furn-
ture, built cheaply and lighily for this
purpose, looks just as well from the front.™
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ng great actor h re-
ne to light and will provs in-
terest to local theater-goers at the presoent
time, In connection with Mr., Mansfeld's
appearanceé here this week in his wonderful
new . characterization. “H had studied
painting,” wrote Mr. Gilmore, *“but the
stage wasz his fate, and he spent more time
in the [oyer than in tne studio, and finally
determined to adopt the profession. His
mather so strongly 0 the new ven-
ture that si CUt oI hy= allowance and he
adrift L.ondon without anvone 1o
_ Fle stayed there two or three
with the entree to good jetv, but
devilish little in his pocket. He has
¢ that some days about all he ate
wihatl he got from the spreads at re-
tions il parties. He was a capital
though. was in demand.
his most intimate friends was a
Hepworth Dixon, who did him sev-
eral good turns, He got him into the com-
I 3 popular actor, his first ap-
was a failure. fright and
ment got thi hand of him
and he il comnpletle was bounced.
DOyly Carte had itive examina-
tion for a comic opera company to play the
English inces in ‘Pinafore,' and Mans-
ficld tried for the I part (Fithert
and Sulllvan celebritiez were
amination and when it
turn to he edaid h
uld =sing a duet by himself, and he did.
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THE MELANI TRIO

Italian Musicians in the Grand's Vaudeville Bill.

‘The Theaters of New YorKk

“The Shepherd HRing,”

with Its Costly Equipment...Two Plays

That Failed... Edna Wallace Hopper Impersonates
Herself...”" The

of the Indlanapoiis Journal

YORK, April 15.—A noteworthy
the one, entitled,
Shepherd King.” But will
? Or will it stop short?

as

arama is new

it g0 long
Expert judgment reserved
the multitude not made up
This i a Biblical play, and for that
fate. As its
the Old Testament, iis
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its great cost.
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iress. Now in “Piff,
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in New York.

Wright Lorimer, who wrote it jointly with
Arnold Reeves, capital among
his relatives, preparations and
acts thi of David, savs that the invest-
ment reached the curtain
I know something about true and
and [ think
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directed the

riaised

S50 0 before WwWas
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outlays can't have
half of $,000 and
two-thirds if there was much waste
All this bread cast the
back in multiplied loaves

- preliminary
amounted
may b

[ money.

waters

to less than
upon
may Ccomsé
nothing of pies and cakes—if the
Americans will but eat the
they did ““The
“Ben-Hur,”” with voracity.
-well, Mr. Lorimer will
experiens
+ 4+ +
Shepherd King" is good
literature is The
David summoned from
beguile the melancholy of
of his going to

and of o

=10 & 59
muasses of oris-
inal bake 2s
1t won't
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the h g

lor some

The art of
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SONES,
Gollath the
[srael i= all impressively pictorial.
troduction of Samuel the prophet,
Saul the
calculated judicious-
the fictional
a fond princess for a sweel-
But
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)

his

witeh, misanthrope and
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he
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that |

Christian”™ and |

slay |

| atrically called “‘protean.”™

| B¢ cromancer.

| Grant
!!ish actor, put them into a play so mal-

| his

Hour Glass”’

been metrical. Anyway. a dignity of diction
is needed and is lacking. A= it Is, what we
not accord with what we - see,
and thus two of our senses are set against
each other in a contradiction of pleasure
and pain. David and his Michal are &
picturesque pair, for Wright
Lorrimer is handsome and May Buckley is
but May makes the Israelite
princess a charming girl of the present Jday,
in manner as well as In speech, while her
lover is different. Besides that
i is an utter stranger
New Yorkers and very happily., has
personaiity other than that of David;
but the actress is weli known to us on the
for her own cleverness and off the
cause of 4 ma~

hear does

pretry

consistently
incongruity, the act
£0,

no

stage for having been the
admirer’'s pistol shot in a Brocadway
restaurant, Iiowever, I say to Mr. Lorimer,
in the scriptural phrase oft spoken in his
drama and recently rendered into slang by

Dowie's use of it, “Peace be with theel”
+ 4+ +
You will never see two of the new plays

They are dead at the early
Then why write more
items? Because thelr brief
live were interesting to those
who like to watch dramatic phenomena.
“An African Millionaire" and *“The Super-
stitiong of Sue” will not be charged up
against the reputation of Fred W. Sidney
and Paul Armstrong to discourage them.
Who remembers Belasco's “Younger Bon,™
which was killed in half a week, or Glliette's
“Ninety Days After Date,”” which survived
miserably a month at a cost to him of §30.-

? Those two men have grown wealthy
and wiser and =0 may the other two. What

proved & mistake was made with “Anm
African Millionaire'" by placing it on the
very stage where ""The Amateur Cracks-
man’” had prospered three months. Be-
cause a gentlemanly burglar had been &
favorite in the one play it was expected
that a gentlemanly bunco swindler would
become as popular In the other. This con-
fidence man operates agalinset one victim
only—a millionaire who has wronged him
financlally and so excused, if not justifiad,
a recourse to the eye-for-an-eye doctrine,
+ 4

Colonel Clay sets out with his wife to get
by tricks and devices a cocompensatory
amount of Sir Charles Vandrift's wealth.
They sell gold bricks to him in the forms
of paste diamonds that seem to be rare
gems, a bogus painting purporting to be an
0ld masterpiece, and a lot of counterfeit

commercial paper. Vandrift is a self-made
and self-satizfied milllopaire, and Clay is
g0 clever a rogue that, under the mitigating
circumstances, the author was not to blamsa
for counting on him to amuse audlences,
He = a character of the kind once the-
He assumes ths
diverse disgulses of a detective officer, a
commissary of police, a clergyman and a
H. Reeves Smith, the actor
who assumes them, i= sufficilently versatlle
for the job. The episodes read well in a
series of short stories published by the late
Allen. But Sidner, who s an Eng-

in Indianapolis.
age of six days.
than obituary
gtruggles to

adroitly that they are utterly ineffectual.
+ + +

The other six-day-old play that is dead,
“The Superstitions of Sue.,” had farcical
ideas enough for a long and merry life if

they had been made the most of. And I
ghould say that Paul Armstrong might re-

suscitate it for vaudeville, for which he has
written hitherto, by condensing it to twens=
ty minutes. Sue believes that nothing but
bad luck can come of a betrothal made on &

Friday that happeus to be also the 13th day
of a month, and for that reason she decliney
Jim's offer of marriage. although she meéans
to accept it on the morrow. In the interval
the dejected Jim, instead of suicide by his
own hand, hires a stranger to kill him in
the morning. When he learne of Sue's pur-
pose he strives to escape the exécution of
own sentence, but he doesn’'t know the
assassin by sight nor the natuie of the pro-
‘u‘!}-(“-] homicide, and therefore 8 10 mortal
terror of every unknown man who éomes
nigh. Among his innocent vizitors whom he
suspecte are an Oriental fakir with a
poisonous snake, a subway blaster with &
red flag of danger, a pugllist notarious for
having killed his man and others with vari-
oneg wavs of death at thelr command, in-
c¢ilnding a voluptuous girl =elling health pilis,
which, for all that he knows, might contain
knockout doces. Your American sgense of
humor tells you that a busy evening of gond

the form of the composition should have | fun should have been wrought from that

RUTH HALBERT

In “The Governor's Son' at the Park.

CAROLINE McLEAN
In “Hello. Bil!" at the Park




